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1 . THE NSC INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON COSMOS 954 HAS RE- 
VIEWED THE QUESTION OP INCORPORATING THE EXPENSES OF U.S. 
ASSISTANCE TO GOC IN THE PROBABLE CANADIAN CLAIM AGAINST THE 
SOVIET UNION UNDER THE 1972 LIABILITY CONVENTION. EMBASSY 
OTTAWA IS REQUESTED TO CONVEY THE FOLLOWING POSITION TO THE 
GOC PROMPTLY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. THE U.S. OFFER OF ASSISTANCE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
REGARDING THE SEARCH FOR AND RECOVERY OF DEBRIS FROM COSMOS 
954 WAS MADE IN THE CONTEXT OF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS AND THEIR PEOPLES AND IN ORDER TO ASSURE THAT 
ANY HEALTH HAZARD CAUSED BY RADIOACTIVE DEBRIS WOULD BE 
MINIMIZED. THE OFFER WAS IN NO MANNER CONTINGENT UPON RE- 
IMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES INCURRED BY THE U.S. OR CONDITIONED 
UPON INCORPORATION OF THOSE EXPENSES IN ANY CLAIM WHICH 
MIGHT BE MADE BY CANADA AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION UNDER THE 
1972 CONVENTION ON LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY SPACE 
OBIECTS. 

3. THE USG UNDERSTANDS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
INTENDS TO SEEK COMPENSATION FROM THE SOVIET UNION UNDER 
THE LIABILITY CONVENTION INTER ALIA FOR COSTS ARISING FROM 
THE SEARCH FOR AND REMOVAL OF DEBRIS FROM COSMOS 954. 

THE USG BELIEVES THAT THE EXTENT TO WHICH SUCH A CLAIM MAY 
INCLUDE COSTS RELATED TO THE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY THE 
U.S. IS A MATTER WITHIN THE DISCRETION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA. 

4. THE USG WOULD BE PLEASED TO KNOW AT THE APPROPRIATE 
TIME THE INTENTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA WITH RES- 
PECT TO THIS QUESTION AND REMAINS AVAILABLE FOR FURTHER 
CONSULTATIONS REGARDING THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE COSMOS 
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954 INCIDENT, INCLUDING THE MANNER IN WHICH COSTS RELATED 
TO U.S. ASSISTANCE, IF CLAIMED, ARE TO BE CHARACTERIZED. 

IF THE GOC SHOULD REQUEST, THE USG IS PREPARED TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION REGARDING THE COSTS OF ITS ASSISTANCE TO 
THE GOC. 

5. FORUSUN. THE FOREGOING MAY BE USED IN PRIVATE DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH THE CANADIAN MISSION TO THE UN. 
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